Date: July 23, 2009

Press Release- reduction in time allotted for public opinion 
Media Initiative for Rights, Equity and Social Transformation, MIREST Nepal is gravely concerned by the news of the fifth amendment of the Constitution’s Schedule, which has resulted in the sudden cut back of 66% of the time allotted for people’s participation in the constitution making process.  

The Constituent Assembly has cut short the 12 week program, which was slated from September 17, 2009 to December 10, 2009, for collection of people’s suggestion on the first draft of the constitution, by 8 weeks. This has not only dealt a blow to the participatory constitution making process but also raised questions over the credibility of the Constituent Assembly.
The Constituent Assembly has recently been accused of failing to incorporate the suggestions and views that had been collected from the ordinary citizens into the concept papers of the constitutional committees. It is proven fact that the public opinion collection programme of CA didn't not even represented one percent of the total population, during the first phase of opinion collection in January-February.  In view of this, MIREST Nepal urges the political parties and CA members to work towards listening to and respecting the voices of the entire population. In addition, Media Initiative for Rights, Equity and Social Transformation, MIREST Nepal strongly wills the Constituent Assembly to revoke the decision to cut short the 12 weeks time allotted to opinion collection without jeopardizing the deadline set for the drafting of the constitution.
